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AN INTRODUCTION
Victoria Park Collegiate Institute, established in 1960, is located in a quiet residential area close to the
intersection of Victoria Park Avenue and York Mills Road. The student population reflects the multicultural
make-up of the area. Academically, the school offers a range of programs at the academic, applied and open
levels of difficulty in Mathematics, Science and Technology, the Arts, the Humanities, and Business
Education, in addition to the demanding International Baccalaureate curriculum.
Well-equipped facilities such as the Information Centre, Cross Curricular computer labs, the Broad-Based
Technology labs, the Robotics Centre and the Fitness Centre allow students to learn in a setting where
modern equipment and trained staff give students an edge in achieving the necessary background for a well
rounded education.
Co-curricular activities enable students to develop leadership skills and participate in athletics, student
government, school clubs and the arts. Support programs are available in Special Education and English as
a Second Language, in addition to our popular Peer Tutoring Program. Through the use of technology,
information retrieval and processing are easily accessed and readily used in all areas of curriculum.

The International Baccalaureate Programme at Victoria Park
The International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Programme is a challenging two-year curriculum. It leads to a
qualification that is widely recognized by the world’s leading universities. Victoria Park was the first
publicly-funded school in Ontario authorized to offer the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme,
accredited in July 1987. The first graduating class had 8 IB Diplomas awarded. Last year VP had 107 IB
Diploma recipients.
The VP IB Preparatory courses in Grades 9 and 10 follow the same semester schedule as other Intermediate
classes. To accommodate the additional material in the IB curriculum, VP subject departments have created
Grade 9 and 10 VP IB Prep courses which move through the Ontario Curriculum at an accelerated pace, and
incorporate extra material and activities specific to preparing for IB Assessments. It is expected that students
have mastered the material from one grade before advancing to the next. Marks at grade level (Level 3: 7079%) are the minimum expected.
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Ontario Secondary School/IB Diploma Requirements
GUIDELINES
Credits: A secondary school diploma requires the completion of 30 credits of 110 instructional hours each.
Eighteen (18) of the 30 credit courses required for a diploma are compulsory. The remaining 12 credit courses
are optional. An IB Diploma requires 6 IB courses (see Compulsory Credits below)
Community Involvement: All students will complete a minimum of 40 hours of community involvement prior to
high school graduation. IB students must also complete 150 hours or more of Creativity, Activity and Service
hours during their Grade 11 and 12 years.
Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test: Students must pass the literacy test to graduate and their successful
completion of this test is recorded on their student transcript.
Compulsory Credits for OSSD
4 English - one credit per grade
1 French as a second language
3 Mathematics - at least one in Grade 11 or 12
2 Science
1 Canadian History
1 Canadian Geography
1 Arts (Dance, Dramatic Arts, Music, Visual Arts)
1 Health and Physical Education
1 Civics and Career Studies
1 additional English, or French as a Second Language, or a Native Language, or a Classical or International
Language, or Social Science and the Humanities, or Canadian and World Studies, or Guidance & Career
Education, or Co-operative Education
 1 of Health and Physical Education or Business Studies or the Arts (Dance, Dramatic Arts, Music, Visual
Arts), or French as a Second Language, or Co-operative Education
 1 of Grade 11 or 12 Science, or Grade 9-12 Technology, or French as a Second Language, or Computer
Studies, or Co-operative Education












The Grade 9 VP IB Preparatory Program
Grade 9 VP IB includes 2 types of courses: VP IB Preparatory (Enriched Academic), Open, and Optional Courses.
VP IB Preparatory Courses: These required courses cover core concepts in more depth and breadth than
Academic. Tasks which develop skills required to succeed in IB assessments are included, with an emphasis on
independent study and self-directed learning. Students will be given enrichment in five core subject areas: English,
French, Mathematics, Science and Geography.
Open Courses: Open elective courses have Ontario Ministry expectations (with the exception of Computer
Science ICS2O7, a VP IB Prep course). Open courses provide students with a broad educational base in the
subject.
Compulsory Credits for IB Diploma (Grades 11 and 12)
 One course each from five of the IB Groups: Language, Second Language,
Individuals and Societies, Mathematics, and Experimental Sciences/Computer Science
PLUS a second course in either Sciences or Individuals and Societies
 3 courses at Standard Level (1 Grade 11 credit, and 1-2 Grade 12 credits)
 3 courses at Higher Level (1-2 Grade 11 credits, and 1-2 Grade 12 credits)
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PROGRAM
GRADE 9 EVALUATION
Grade 9 is the first year of the Secondary School program which leads to the Ontario Secondary School
Diploma (O.S.S.D.). Students will be required to meet specific course expectations in each subject area. The
expectations identified for each course describe the knowledge and skills that students are expected to develop
and demonstrate in their class work, on tests, and in various other activities on which their achievement is
assessed and evaluated. The focus of assessment and evaluation is to improve student learning. Assessment
and evaluation will be based on the provincial curricular expectations for each discipline.
The Victoria Park mid-semester report cards provide students and parents with an evaluation of skills and
knowledge development mid-way through the course.

SEMESTERS
Victoria Park is on the semester system. The school year is divided into two parts. Students take four subjects
from September to January; then four new courses from February to June. While methods of evaluation vary
according to subject areas, emphasis is placed on day-to-day work, assignments, projects, term tests and formal
examinations.
One set of formal examinations will be written by all students each semester.

CHOICES
There are important questions which must be answered before selecting a program for next year. Perhaps one
of the most important is:
What type of courses will I study?
The answer should reflect:





A student’s ability in school and also his/her goals
How well the student has done in elementary school
The student’s work habits
What the student plans to do upon graduation

Before deciding on the appropriate level of difficulty in each subject, the student should have discussions with
their counsellor, teachers and certainly their parents.

THE IB@VP CURRICULUM: Evaluation Expectations
Students who achieve a minimum of Level 3 (70-79%) in each of their VP IB Preparatory (Prep) courses in
Grade 9 may proceed to VP IB Prep courses in Grade 10. Students who are not achieving Level 3
should consult with the appropriate Guidance counsellor for advice and support.
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IB@VP Preparatory Courses

CANADIAN WORLD STUDIES
Grade 9 Geography of Canada

(IB@VP Preparatory)

CGC1D7

This enriched course is designed for students to later fulfil the requirements of the I.B. program in Geography.
The main focus of the course is an extension of the Academic course with an emphasis on more independent
inquiry and a broader world focus.

ENGLISH
Grade 9 English

(IB@VP Preparatory)

ENG1D7

This enriched course is designed for students who are highly competent in reading and writing. The course of
study encompasses the Academic grade 9 program but extends it with a more sophisticated analysis of content.
Students will be introduced to critical literary methodologies used in future courses in the English I.B. program.

FRENCH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE
Grade 9 Core French

(IB@VP Preparatory)

FSF1D7

This enriched course is intended to help prepare highly motivated grade 9 students to later fulfil the
language requirements of the International Baccalaureate program. The main focus of the course is language
acquisition and development, achieved through communication and interaction en français.
Successful completion of this course leads students to a more intensive enrichment program in French the
following year.
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IB@VP Preparatory Courses

MATHEMATICS
Grade 9 Mathematics

(IB@VP Preparatory)

MPM1D7
This enriched course is intended to help prepare highly motivated grade nine student to later fulfil the
mathematics requirements of the International Baccalaureate program. The main focus of the course is the
process of inquiry, in which students develop a systematic method for exploring new problems, achieved through
mathematical modelling, the effective use of technology and abstract reasoning. Successful completion of this
course leads students to a more intensive enrichment program in Mathematics the following year.

SCIENCE
Grade 9 Science

(IB@VP Preparatory)

SNC1D7
This enriched course is intended to help prepare highly motivated grade nine students to later fulfil the science
requirements of the International Baccalaureate program. The main focus of the course is an extension of the
regular academic course with an emphasis on more inquiring and self-directed study.

COMPUTER STUDIES
Grade 10, Introduction to Computer Studies

(IB@VP Preparatory)

ICS2O7

Learn how computers work and think, how to write your own apps, and how to design & create websites. Need
more reasons to study computing? Here are five: (1) Computing is everywhere – and it’s growing. (2) It’s
important to society. (3) Computing teaches discipline and rigour. (4) Its jobs are high-paying, satisfying, and
secure. (5) Computing’s creative and collaborative. Imagine your future in computing!
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OPEN COURSES

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Grade 9 Healthy Active Living Education

(Open)

PPL1OF (female)
PPL1OM (male)

This course emphasizes students’ daily participation in a variety of enjoyable physical activities that promote
lifelong healthy active living. Students will learn movement techniques and principles, ways to improve personal
fitness and physical competence, and safety/injury-prevention strategies. They will investigate issues related to
healthy sexuality and the use and abuse of alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs and will participate in activities
designed to develop goal-setting, communication, and social skills.

CIVICS (.5 credit)
Grade 10

(Open)

CHV2O1

This course explores what it means to be an informed, participating citizen in a democratic
society. Students will learn about the elements of democracy and the meaning of
democratic citizenship in local, national, and global contexts. In addition, students will
learn about social change, examine decision-making processes in Canada, explore their own
and others' beliefs and perspectives on civics questions, and learn how to think and act
critically and creatively about public issues.

CAREER STUDIES (.5 credit)
Grade 10

(Open)

GLC2O1

This course teaches students how to develop and achieve personal goals in education and work
and contribute to their communities. Student learning will include assessing their own knowledge, skills, and
characteristics and investigating economic trends, workplace organization, work opportunities, and ways to
search for work. The course explores post-secondary learning options, prepares students for community-based
learning, and helps them build the capabilities needed for managing work and life transitions. Students will
design action plans for pursuing their goals.
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Optional Courses
THE ARTS
Grade 9 Dramatic Arts

(Open)

ADA1O1

In this fun, active course, students will explore improvisation, character mask, and
will work on developing acting skills through script work. Students will develop a range
of skills through working collaboratively in groups and will develop the ability to think
creatively, cooperate with others and build self-confidence! Students will work on
more complex scene study as they progress through the program, will learn the art
and craft of acting, will explore directing, will have opportunities to review live
theatre, and will work with guest artists.

Grade 9 Instrumental Music - Band
(Open)

AMI1O1

Students will focus on the study of a woodwind, brass or percussion instrument in a
band setting. Students will have performance opportunities and will work in a band
ensemble environment. Previous experience on a band instrument in
elementary/middle school is required.

Grade 9 Instrumental Music - Strings

(Open)

AMS1O1

Students will focus their work on the various aspects of musical performance through
the study of a strings instrument in an orchestra setting. Previous experience on a
strings instrument in elementary/middle school is required.

Grade 9 Visual Arts

(Open)

NAC1O1

Students in this course will explore drawing, printmaking, painting and sculpture
through the lens of traditional and contemporary aboriginal art. Guest artists and two
trips to the Art Gallery of Ontario are special features of this course.
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CO-CURRICULAR
A wide variety of opportunities for co-curricular involvement is offered in the fields of sport and
culture. Victoria Park students are encouraged to balance their school experience with a variety of
co-curricular activities. These activities will form part of a college/university application and/or
employment resume. All clubs and teams depend on student commitment. For more information see
www.victoriaparkci.ca/students/clubs/ and www.victoriaparkci.ca/students/teams/

Check your interests and plan ahead (just a sampling):
Anti-Homophobia Alliance
Archery
Art Club
Athletic Council
Baseball
Basketball
Chess Club
Cricket
Cross-Country
Curling
Dare To Dance
Debate Club
DECA
Eco Council
FBLA
Golf

Hockey
Improv Club
Muslim Student Association
Panther Press
Peer Tutoring
Prom Committee
Soccer
Softball
Student Leadership Council
Swim Team
Tennis Team
Track & Field
Volleyball
VP Ambassadors
VP Athletic Council
Yearbook

INFORMATION CENTRE & LIBRARY
The library boasts a collection of approximately 24,000 books, 32 magazine subscriptions and three
additional database collections. These databases complement TDSB’s excellent resources available at
home on our web page (our virtual library) and, of course, in our library. Three separate areas of the
library house a total of 70 computers, 3 data projectors and four printers. Our computers offer a diverse
range of software from READ & WRITE (assistance with note taking, audio support and writing support)
to Microsoft Office.
The teacher-librarians at Victoria Park assist subject teachers in planning resource-based
curriculum units. In doing so, they ensure that students learn research and information
retrieval skills. The teacher-librarians also assist individual students with research and
computer-related issues.
For more information see www.tdsb.on.ca/libraries/cat.asp?schoolNo=3447
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GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT
Making the right moves... Special Services for Students, Parents and Teachers
Guidance services, in conjunction with the Guidance and
Career Education program, equip students with essential skills
for academic, interpersonal, and career success in a complex and
changing world. Encouraging self-awareness while broadening students’ perspectives, our curriculum
encourages development of the knowledge and abilities needed to make informed and considered
choices. It brings to life for students the processes of setting and achieving personal goals, creating and
discovering alternatives, and making positive contributions to their communities. Guidance and career
education prepares students to take charge of their futures so they can have productive, satisfying lives.
A wide variety of services are available to students, parents, and teachers. Every student has an
opportunity to obtain individual counselling.

The School Guidance Department Offers:


Personal & group counselling



Peer Tutor Program connections



Grade 9 registration & orientation



Course Selection & Educational planning



Post Secondary & Career Exploration activities



Workshops, seminars and small group sessions re: study skills, time management, organization,
conflict resolution, résumé writing, post secondary education, job interviews and much more—



Display & promotion of educational, volunteer & work opportunities



Internet access to Career resources, including Career Cruising and myblueprint programs



Providing information & connections with community services, such as family and youth counselling



Referrals to support services in the Board & to external agencies (psychologist, social worker &
support programs)

Students are invited to make an appointment with a counsellor through the administrative staff
in Guidance. Parents or guardians are also invited to contact a counsellor whenever
they wish to discuss any matter related to their son’s or daughter’s progress.
(416-395-3310) Ext. 20040

